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How do you view TE reporting?

What do you think the 
purpose of TE 

reporting should be? 

What are the top 5 
characteristics of good 
TE reporting?

Are there any plans in 
your country to

improve your TE 
reporting? If so, how?
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CEP Theory of Change for TEs
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Introduction to Global Tax Expenditures Database

Types of Info: Revenue Forgone, Type of Tax, TE Type, 

Beneficiaries, Policy Objective, Legal Reference, etc.

Period Covered: 1990-Present

Countries Covered: All 218

What data does the GTED gather? Scope of collected data:

Official

Publicly-Available

Following Country-Specific 
Benchmarks

“First global database covering the whole universe of tax expenditures”
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102
Reporting countries

116
Non-reporting countries

22,924
TE Provisions

1,205
Country-years

Current Key GTED Statistics
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Increasing numbers of countries have been
reporting on TEs since the 1990s
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Quality of reporting still needs improvement
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GTETI Structure: Dimensions and Indicators

Public 
Availability

Methodology & 
Scope

Institutional 
Framework

Descriptive TE 
Data

TE Assessments

Five GTETI Dimensions
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GTETI Structure: Dimensions and Indicators

2.1 Legal Requirement
2.2 Submission to Parliament
2.3 Reporting Responsibility
2.4 Budget Cycle Integration
2.5 Medium-Term Strategy

1.1 Frequency & Regularity
1.2 Timeliness
1.3 Visibility
1.4 Online Accessibility
1.5 Reader-friendliness

Public Availability Institutional Framework
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Public Availability Drill Down

Indicator Key Question Best Practice

Frequency and 
Regularity

How regularly and frequently are TE reports 
published?

Yearly reporting with no missing years since 
start of reporting

Timeliness Does the report provide timely data? 
Reports providing timely data (e.g. report in 
year t provides data for year t-1)

Visibility
To what extent public authorities promote the 
visibility of TE reports?

TE reports announced in press release

Online Accessibility
How accessible is the TE report and its 
underlying data online?

TE reports easy to find and included in an 
online repository

Reader-friendliness
To what extent is the report designed to be 
understandable for everyone?

TE reports are a singular document, contain a 
digestible summary, explain acronyms, and 
contain a version for impaired individuals. 
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Institutional Framework Drill Down

Indicator Key Question Best Practice

Legal Requirement Is there a legal requirement to report on TEs? There is a legal requirement to report yearly.

Submission to 
Parliament

Is the TE report required to be presented to 
the Parliament?

TE report must be submitted to Parliament.

Reporting 
Responsibility

Is TE reporting assigned to a specific 
Government ministry, agency or commission?

TE reporting is assigned to Ministry of 
Finance, with data-sharing from other 
Ministries and the Tax Authority.

Budget Cycle 
Integration

Is the TE report presented together with the 
budget?

TE report is presented as an annex to the 
budget proposal and its key findings are 
discussed within the proposal’s main body.

Medium Term 
Strategy

Does the medium-term strategy, if any, 
include information on tax expenditures?

The MTS sets guidelines with regards to the 
size and policy objectives of TEs.
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GTETI Structure: Dimensions and Indicators

4.1 Policy Objective
4.2 Type of TE
4.3 Beneficiaries
4.4 Timeframe
4.5 Legal Reference

3.1 Information on TE Coverage
3.2 Benchmark Explanation
3.3 Structural Reliefs
3.4 Estimation Method
3.5 Data Sources

Methodology & Scope Descriptive TE Data
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Methodology and Scope Drill Down

Indicator Key Question Best Practice

Coverage Does the TE report cover all existing TEs?
The TE report covers all TEs and provides a 
confirmation that it does so.

Benchmark
To what extent is the tax benchmark used to 
assess TEs specified in the report?

The benchmark is described in detail for each 
tax type.

Structural Reliefs
To what extent does the report include 
information on structural reliefs?

The report lists individual structural relief 
provisions, provides associated costs for 
them, and explains its categorization criteria.

Costing Methodology
Does the report describe its costing 
methodology in detail?

The report provides a detailed description of 
the methodology used and the economic 
assumptions employed in the calculations.

Data Sources
Does the report provide information on the 
data sources it uses?

The report discloses the data sources it uses 
as well as potential issues with such sources.
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Descriptive TE Data Drill Down

Indicator Key Question Best Practice

Type of TE
Does the TE report describe the TE provision 
in detail?

At the provision-level, the report describes 
the applicable type of tax and the incentive 
mechanism.

Policy Objective
Does the TE report provide policy objectives 
for all TEs?

At the provision-level, the report provides 
policy objectives for each TE.

Beneficiaries
To what extent does the report include 
information on targeted beneficiaries?

At the provision-level, the report describes 
the targeted beneficiaries and the number 
of claimants of the incentive.

Timeframe
Does the report describe the timeframe in 
which each provision is applicable?

The report describes until when each TE  
provision is in place and the necessary 
procedures to renew the provision.

Legal Reference
Does the TE report provide legal references for 
its provisions?

The report discloses the legal reference of 
each TE provision.
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GTETI Structure: Dimensions and Indicators

5.1 Disaggregation of Revenue Forgone
5.2 Backward Revenue Forgone
5.3 Forward Revenue Forgone
5.4 TE Evaluation Framework
5.5 Availability of TE Evaluations

TE Assessments
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TE Assessments Drill Down

Indicator Key Question Best Practice

Disaggregation of 
Revenue Forgone

How is revenue forgone data presented in the 
TE report?

The revenue forgone information is presented 
at the provision-level for all TEs.

Backward Estimates
Does the TE report provide backward revenue 
forgone estimates?

At the provision-level, the report provides 
backward estimates for 5 years.

Forward Projections
Does the TE report provide revenue forgone 
projections?

At the provision-level, the report provides 
projections for 5 years.

TE Evaluation 
Framework

Does the report reference the country’s TE 
evaluation framework, if available?

The report describes and references the 
country’s TE evaluation framework.

Data on Evaluations
Does the TE report provide information on the 
latest evaluations undertaken?

The report discloses the last time each 
provision was evaluated, provides a brief 
descriptions of the results, and a reference to 
the full evaluation.
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TE Reporting Example: Canada

https://www.canada.ca/en/department-finance/services/publications/federal-tax-expenditures/2022.html
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TE Reporting Example: Morocco

https://www.finances.gov.ma/Publication/db/2022/07- Rapport d%C3%A9penses fiscales_Fr.pdf
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What do you think of these recommendations?

Did any of your views on 
the TE reporting 
communication strategy 
change? 

Which of the discussed 
recommendations can be 
implemented easily in 
your country?

Which recommendations 
would be hardest to 

follow? Why?

Did any of your views
on the purpose or key 

characteristics of TE 
reporting change? 
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Thank you!

Contact:

• Flurim Aliu: fa@cepweb.org

• GTED: www.GTED.net

mailto:fa@cepweb.org
http://www.gted.net/
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